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Toma House AIR x Seikadou 
2026 Hyogu Residency 
The Art of Paper Mounting and Framing 

 
 
Spring Session:    May 9th to June 5th 
Autumn Session:  November 7th to December 4th 
 
Hyogu - The Art of Paper Mounting and Framing is an artist in residency program for artists and 

practitioners who want to pursue a deeper understanding in the art of hyogu, and learn the 

practical techniques to mount two pieces of kakejiku hanging scrolls instructed by experienced 

hyogu mounters from century-old mounting studio, Seikadou. Artists in the program are 

encouraged to integrate what they learned from the program in their future art practices and 

personal projects. 

 

PROGRAM GUIDELINES 

 

1  ELIGILIBITY 

I.​ To be able to raise funds for necessary costs by oneself, that should cover travel, 

insurance, food, additional materials, shipping costs, visa and all the other expenses 

necessary to travel and stay in Japan. 

II.​ To be in good health and have no problem in staying in a traditional Japanese style 

two-floor house without an elevator. 

III.​ To comply with the visa requirements for foreigners, please refer to the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Japan. 

IV.​ To be willing to follow the activities and residential arrangements planned by Toma 

House AIR. 

V.​ To follow residence house rules and non-smoking policy* to manage the residence and 

studio life safely and peacefully. 

*Toma House is a registered intangible property of Japan, everyone staying within the 
premises of Toma House AIR must respect and strictly follow our non-smoking policy 
to protect the 18th-century wooden house. 

VI.​ To be eager to communicate in good spirits with other participating artists, maintain the 

peaceful atmosphere of the surrounding neighbourhood, and thereby contribute to 

mutual understanding and goodwill with the locals and residents from other countries. 
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2  CANCELLATION POLICY 

I.​ Cancellation due to pandemic outbreaks or border control restrictions in Japan will 

result in program reschedule arrangements, or a full refund with a commission fee. 

II.​ Cancellation due to personal reasons will result in a program reschedule 

arrangements, or no refund. 

III.​ Cancellation due to the lack of (or insufficient number of) participants will be refunded 

fully with a commission fee, or reschedule of the program. 

 
3  ORGANIZER’s OBLIGATION 

The program fee will cover the following costs and program:   

I.​ A private single bedroom* in a two-floor traditional Japanese house without an elevator. 

The studio, kitchen, shower and toilet will be shared spaces. 

*It is possible to bring one partner to stay with an additional fee, please inquire with us. 

II.​ Program overview 
The program offers a series of lectures, workshops and field trips to provide an 

in-depth understanding of hyogu art and the opportunity to mount two pieces of 

kakejiku under the instruction of an experienced Japanese mounter. In addition to 

lessons and excursions, you will have time to explore Nara and the surrounding area in 

the free days. Please understand that the schedule may be flexible considering the 

actual progress of the class. 

○​ Week 1: Gain the foundational knowledge of Japan’s traditional hyogu culture 

and practise hada-urauchi (the first lining), which serves as the base of 

mounting. 

○​ Week 2: Mashi-urauchi, the second lining method and Sumi-e Workshop. 

○​ Week 3: Practice cutting and joining the decorative components and backing 

papers used in mounting, and complete so-urauchi, the final lining. 

○​ Week 4: Focus on finishing the decorative components of the kakejiku, and 

learn how to handle hanging scrolls, including hanging and rolling techniques. 

III.​ This program includes an English-language Hyogu Handbook, a valuable set of 

traditional mounting tools to support your further practices. You may decide to 

purchase additional materials from the supply stores depending on your own needs. 

IV.​ Upon request, English and Mandarin-speaking staff will assist you in making your life in 

Nara easy and comfortable.  
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4  REGISTRATION PROCESS & PAYMENTS 

I.​ STEP 1: Fill-in the Online Application Form 
●​ Early application is encouraged as candidates are accessed and offered on a 

rolling-basis. 

●​ An application confirmation e-mail will be sent to you after your submission. 

●​ Application Close Dates: 
○​ Spring Session: January 30th, 2026 
○​ Autumn Session: May 9th, 2026 

●​ Number of participants:  Minimum four per session. 

II.​ STEP 2: Signing the Invitation Agreement 
●​ Once you are selected to join the program, an official Invitation Agreement will 

be sent to you. 

●​ Please sign and send back the signed agreement at your earliest convenience, 
as your place cannot be guaranteed to be reserved all-time without sending us 
back this document. 

III.​ STEP 3: Program Invoice 
●​ Once the AIR team receives the signed Invitation Agreement, your place will be 

reserved temporarily, and an official Program Invoice and Paypal payment link 
will be sent to you. 

IV.​ STEP 4: First Payment within 14 days as registration fee 

●​ A quarter (1/4) of the total fee will serve as the program registration fee. 

●​ To reserve your place officially, this payment must be completed within 14 days. 

V.​ STEP 5: Second Payment 
●​ The remaining three-quarters (3/4) of the program fee should be completed one 

month before the program begins. 

●​ A Paypal payment link for the second payment will be sent to you. 
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Accommodation Details & Program Fees 

The program fees vary from the buildings/rooms selected by the applicants 
 

TOMA HOUSE - the 18th century traditional house 

●​ Room A 
○​ Spring     781,000 yen (2026 spring-exclusive campaign offer) 
○​ Autumn   881,000 yen 

 
○​ Size approx. 19.2㎡. This is the biggest bedroom of the residency with a 

semi-double bed, high ceiling, and garden view. It is a spacious room that can 
also be a small personal studio. 

 
●​ Room B - room to be remodelled by spring 2026 

○​ Spring     748,000 yen  (2026 spring-exclusive campaign offer) 
○​ Autumn   848,000 yen 
○​ No sample pictures are available currently 
○​ Size approx. 6.5㎡. This is a small bedroom with a single bed, low ceiling and 

garden view. 
 

●​ Notes: All bedrooms in Toma House are upstairs, with a shared studio, kitchen, toilet, 
shower, and laundry facilities downstairs. Due to the renovation restriction for cultural 
property, all bedrooms are without a key and cannot be locked. 

 

TOMA BEIGE - the 2025 renovated annex next door 

●​ Room C 
○​ Spring     693,000 yen (2026 spring-exclusive campaign offer) 
○​ Autumn   793,000 yen 
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○​ Size approx. 6.59㎡. This is a small bedroom with a single bed and garden 

view. 
 

●​ Room D 
○​ Spring     704,000 yen  (2026 spring-exclusive campaign offer) 
○​ Autumn   804,000 yen 

 
○​ Size approx. 8.9㎡, this is a bigger bedroom with a single bed. 

 
●​ Room E 

○​ Spring     737,000 yen  (2026 spring-exclusive campaign offer) 
○​ Autumn   837,000 yen 

 
○​ Size approx. 7.19㎡, this is a bigger bedroom with a semidouble bed and a 

small balcony. 

●​ Notes: All bedrooms are upstairs in Toma Beige, while toilets are available on both 
floors, with a shared kitchen, shower, and laundry facilities downstairs. All bedrooms in 
this house are lockable and a room key will be provided. 

 
●​ All bedrooms in both buildings are private bedrooms, and the residency 

accommodates artists of all genders. 

●​ The total program fee includes consumption tax + PayPal handling fee. 

 

CONTACT 
 Toma House Artist-in-Residence 
1325-1-1 Takabatake-cho, Nara-shi, Nara, 630-8301, JAPAN 

E-mail: info@tomaunrestored.com  
Web:    https://tomaunrestored.com/artistresidency/ 
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